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Scope of the Work 


Tue First Part of this impottant work is an outline of the technical history of the 


Printing Arts, i eir development from the Invention of Printing in the 
fifteenth century, with many details-of the machines and processes which have 
been introduced during the succeeding four hundred ‘years 


The Second Part is a very extensive Bibliography of Works on every aspect 


and detail of the Printing Arts up’to the year 1880. forms the most complete 


list of the literature of the history and practice of the Art of Printing ever produced, 
and being in alphabetical order of Subject Headings is most useful for 
quick reference. To mention one sabject alone, the heading “* Type Specimen Books 
and Sheets” contains numerous entries unknown to ‘previous bi and 
as it is arranged in chronological order the developmeht of type-production can be 
traced without difficulty. ‘ 


Subject Headings 


ACROGRAPHY 
ADVERTISING 
ALPHABETS MUSEO PRINTING 

ANASTATIC PRINTING . NATURE PRINTING J4PANESE 
AQUATINT NEWSPAPERS AND PEBIODIOAIS 


Prospectus showing specimen 
GRAFTON & CO, (Frank Hamel), Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Strest, 
LONDON, W.G.1 | 


4 
| 
‘ 
BANKNOTE PRINTING Hy RUBSLAN 
BLIND, ‘PRINTING FOR —— SAMARITAN 
PHOTOGRAPHIC ENGRAVING —— SANSKRIT 
BOOK TRADE PHOTOLITHOGRAPHY —— SHOBTHAND 
CELLULOSB PRINTERS’ DEVICES —— SYRIAC 
CHROMOLITHOGRAPHY PRINTERS’ ERRORS —— TIBETAN 
OOLLOTYPE PRINTERS’ PURNITURE PRINTING MACHINERY 
COLOUR PRINTING PRINTERS’ ROLLERS = PRINTING PRESSES 
COPYING PRESS PRINTING, AMATEUR PRINTING PRESSRS, PLATEN 
PRINTING, GAZETTEERS PROOF CORRECTING 4 
Ap OTAMPING INO, HISTORICAL RULING MACHINES 
bdivided by countries and 
Ravin wns] SIGNATURES IN PRINTING 
BICEINS PRINTING, INVENTION STATIONERS’ COMPANY 
@LYPHOGRAPHY PRINTING, PRACTIOAL STEREOTYPING 
GRAPHOFTPS -PRUNTING IN ANGLO-84x0N 
IMPOSITION IN PRINTING ARABIC 4 
JUSTIFICATION IX PRINTING SHEETS 
KEROGRAPRY DESIGN AND TYPER- > 
FOUNDING 
LETTERING —— CHINESE MACHINES 
LIBERTY OF THE PRESS —— ~TYPRSETTING 3 
LITHOGRAPHY —— EGYPTIAN VELLUM, PRINTING ON 
MAKING BBADY —— ETRUSCAN “woop 
MARBLING —— GREEK ZINCOGR4PHY 


The Library World January, 1942 


CONTENTS PAGE 
Lipraries IN HONG Kona, By CAMPBELL 92 
FParwures oF Consiperep, BY W. C, Berwick SAYERS __... ose 93 


AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Tue New Year will be momentous, whatever its course. The old one prepared us for that, 
Our space restrictions preclude more than the briefest glance over 1941. It was in some ways a 
year of destruction, as it was a year of holding on, and few thought it would end quite as 
favourably as it has done. Fine libraries have been destroyed, more have suffered damage, 
Staffs have been depleted, and still more workers deflected to jobs thought to be more 
immediate. On the other hand, there has been at least verbal recognition by Government 
departments of the usefulness of libraries, even if it was accompanied by concessions that 
were of small value, as for example the postponement of the call up of an essential librarian 
for three months in order, forsooth, that his successor might be trained—an impossibility. 
There has been an enormous public use of libraries, which assures us that in the after-war 
social stru€ture our place is as certain as things human can be. 
* * * * * * 

The widening war has brought us very close to our American brethren. There is 
occasionally criticism of the Library Association because at the outset of the conflic it did not 
organize a library service for our Forces as effective as was that provided by the A.L.A. in 
World War I, but these criticisms ignore what actually was done here and make an impossible 
comparison. The A.L.A. is a great organization, with a large Staff, has definite endowments, 
and appeals to the richest of nations whose people lend a more willing ear to = appeals 
than do any other —. If the scope of the A.L.A. is questioned, we would refer our readers 
to The Library Journal for December 1$t in which are given the reports of no less than forty- 
three state library associations each of which covers a territory as large as, or larger than, 
England. Incidentally, it is a remarkable evidence of “ librarianship potential,” if we may 
put the matter that way. Nor does the A.L.A. seem to have the competition of numbers of 
societies of good intent who regard the supply of bloods and thrillers and an occasional 
technical book as library work, tack this on to their ordinary excellent activities, and make 
all sorts of clashing appeals to the public. In one way or another the armed forces are getting 
a certain number of books, but there is no real library service, and the attempts which 
have been made by the Library Association have been frustrated to some extent by well- 
meaning people who do not understand library work in the sense that the librarian does. The 
results appear to be uneven and our correspondents frequently tell us that they hear about 
libraries for the troops, but only hear. We must try again. 

* * * * 

Immediate problems that face us are finance, book-acquirement and maintenance and 
Staffing. The careful planning of the Exchequer has so far prevented the soaring of prices 
that disfigured World War I and so our incomes, if on a pre-war level, have enabled us to 
keep the libraries on an even keel. A few, of which Croydon was the outstandin example, 
lost a larger part of their income than circumstances could justify, but these y Paw es 
have been few. That was in 1941-42; we are now faced with 1942-43, and we hear a few 
rumours of retrenchment not heard before. Librarians must exercise what local influence 
they possess—and we devoutly wish it was much larger than it seems to be—to insist upon 
the importance of reading as a weapon against all forms of excess, against boredom, despair 
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and the regimented mind ; and for free minds, institutions and wise treatment of the tremen- 
dous problems of the time. Men and women who do not read in these days are actually or 
potentially dangerous to themselves and to the community. 

* * * * * * 


As for the acquisition of books and their replacement, there has, in human memory 
never been a time when both were so difficult. The primary duty of preserving books is 
being observed, we are sure, with the utmost diligence by those who are left in charge, but 
the new books that appear are many fewer than they were, and many of the most popular 
modern books are unobtainable. The new book of worth is “ over subscribed ” almost 
before it appears, certainly in many instances before it is reviewed ; and the hard fact emerges 
that we are bound to buy books of this kind by faith rather than by sight, if we are to get 
them at all. It is not helpful to argue that if they are good they will be reprinted, because 
they wont while the war lasts, and delay in obtaining them will cancel, so far as technical 
books are concerned, most of their value. Every librarian knows that. So most of our book 
selection theory stands suspended and we must take chances now and revise the errors resulting 
as we go along. Replacements are only a painful dearth in the case of fiction. The pride of 
most librarians is that their books are clean, and that means withdrawal when Stained or 
disfigured. Our standards are dropping here because one-half of the books have vanished 
from the market. We must study how to prevent our books becoming, as the books in one 
famous library were picturesquely described by its new librarian, as “ a collection of stinks.” 
Much can be done by urging greater book-care on readers, although the time is not propitious 
for its perfeét practice. 

* * * * 

In the former list of reserved occupations it appeared the women in libraries were 
exempted altogether from National Service. It is not so to-day of course, and already librarians 
are faced with the possible call-up of all their women between 20 and 30. As all the men of 
military age, except the quite physically unfit, have gone or will go within the year, the 
difficulties before us increase. It is to be hoped that every woman who wants to serve may be 
allowed to do so; patriotism is probably as strong amongst women as men, although the 
appeals for volunteer enlistment have been complete failures—there are many obstacles 
which do not affect young men in the same way. There is a large number who wish to 
continue their own work, and we hope that when the Authorities have taken from us the ten 
per cent. which is the number they appear to be combing out of Government offices, they 
will allow the rest to carry on. The Ministry seems to suggest that in three months a librarian 
can be made. In that time a certain amount of routine can certainly be learned, but that does 
not make a librarian. Moreover, our problem is complicated by the demands being made by 
all other occupations and industries for young girls and older women and at wages we shall 
not be able to pay. 

* * * * * . 

The problems we have raised are the immediate ones of the New Year. Problems exist 
to be solved, and some of our readers may have reached solutions. We should be glad if 
they would use our pages to convey these to their brethren. Meanwhile, we greet our readers 
with the old wish modified: May the Light of Peace, behind the clouds of its beginning, 
break through during the New Year! 

* * * * * * 

The 25th Annual Report of the National Central Library, 1940-41, makes interesting 
reading. Although much of the work done by the Library during the year has been for the 
benefit of Government Departments, Research Stations, industrial concerns, and persons 
working direétly in connection with the war effort of the country, the service given has by 
no means been limited to work of this nature. In time of war it is even more important than 
in time of peace to maintain the public morale by providing both cultural and recreational 
facilities, among which the provision of books takes a prominent place, and there is no doubt 
that the assistance given by the Library in this direction has been of the greatest value. Readers 
should study the present report in conjunétion with the 23rd Annual Report for the year 
1938-39. 
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‘The Ministry of Labour Defers 


At the Ministry of Labour 

Are colleéted 

Men and Women 

Of intellect. 

They are there to 

Meet the demands for man power. 
At the Ministry of Labour 

They defer Librarians 

For three months. 


The Ministry of Labour is bland. 
The important part 

Played by Librarians 

In the War effort 

Stands in no need of proof. 

But they have to 

Meet the demands for man power. 
At the Ministry of Labour 

They defer Librarians 

For three months. 


The Ministry of Labour is firm. 
There is no reason why, 

After a short period of training, 
The work of Librarians 

Should not be done 

By women or old men. 

Because they have to 

Meet the demands for man power. 
At the Ministry of Labour 
They defer Librarians 

For three months. 


The Ministry of Labour is firmer. 
In three months they can learn 
All there is to know 
* About Libraries, 
Including the literature of the world. 
Because they have to 
Meet the demands for man power. 
At the Ministry of Labour 
They defer Librarians 
For three months. 
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(With apologies for the idea to Osbert Sitwell) 


The Ministry of Labour is frank. 
It cannot find these 

Women and old men. 

The Librarians themselves 

Must do that. 

Because they have to 

Meet the demands for man power. 
At the Ministry of Labour 

They defer Librarians 

For three months. 


The Ministry of Labour is pleased. 

Librarians, with their high educational 
qualifications, 

Will be more useful 

In the Forces 

Than in the Libraries. 

Because they have to 

Meet the demands for man power. 

At the Ministry of Labour 

They defer Librarians 

For three months. 


But the Ministry of Labour says 
Many Librarians 

Will be 

In low medical grades 

And will not be called up. 

So they still have to 

Meet the demands for man power. 
At the Ministry of Labour 

They defer Librarians 

For three months. 


At the Ministry of Labour they are 
very clever, 

And they know Libraries inside out. 

But their chief job is 

To meet the demands for man power. 

This is a war of ideologies, 

But we fight Mein Kampf in the 
English way. 

So, at the Ministry of Labour, 

They defer Librarians 

For three months. 


W.A.M. 
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HonG Kono’s Pusiic Lrsrary IN THE CENTRE. TO THE LEFT IS PART OF THE HEAD Orrice OF THE 
HonG KonG AND SHANGHAI BANK AND IN THE BACKGROUND IS THE HONG KONG CLUB. 


Libraries in Hong Kong 


By Nancie F.L.A. 

Tue Hong Kong Public Library is a tiny old-fashioned building which is completely over- 
shadowed by one of the most modern pieces of architecture in the Far East. A year or two 
ago a committee appointed by the local Government recommended that the library be 
scrapped, and the books dumped in the harbour. This would have been done had it not been 
for the protestations of a public-spirited Scot, who pointed out that bad as the library was, 
it was better than none at all, and that although excellent facilities existed for those residents 
who could afford club subscriptions, there were many people in the colony who were too 
peor to do so. These people relied solely on the Public Library for their reading matter. 
The library was accordingly saved, and a small sum of money granted for its upkeep. This 
sum is just enough to pay the wages of two (Chinese) librarians, the coolies who keep the 
place clean, and to purchase a number of periodicals. No new books have been added for a 
very long time. In addition to fiétion, there is a miscellaneous collection of books of biography 
and travel. For the reference section the Dewey classification has been used. Bound volumes 
of the local newspapers and also of the Times have been preserved for a good many years, 
and a glass case contains a number of books presented by Queen Vittoria. These latter were 
autographed by the Queen herself. 

The colony thus possesses the nucleus of an excellent local collection. In happier times 
it should be possible to provide a building to house not only this collection, but also what is 
known as the Chater Collection. This consists of some hundreds of paintings, drawings, 
prints, maps and books dealing with South China, colle¢ted and presented to the colony by 
Sir C. Paul Chater. At present this collection is preserved in Government House where it is 
not readily accessible to the public. A beautifully illustrated catalogue of it was produced in 
1924, with descriptive letterpress by James Orange. The collection was originally started 
by W. O. Law of the Chinese Maritime Customs Service, from whom it was purchased and 
added to by Sir C. Paul Chater. 

The Hong Kong Club contains a good reference and lending library, under the care 
of an English librarian. The club has no lady members, but wives of members may consult 
library books in the ladies’ annexe, where a printed catalogue is kept. A slip must be filled 
up with the necessary particulars and handed to one of the club servants, ‘or “ boys,” who 
will fetch the volume required. 

The Peak Club also has a good library for the use of members of both sexes. There is 
no resident librarian, and the shelves are open to all comers. A ledger is kept in a convenient 
spot where borrowers must enter or mark off books borrowed or returned. There is a good 
supply of illustrated papers and magazines. 
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(Photo by N. Campbell) 


Tue Supreme Court or HONG KONG ON THE LEFT, AND THE HONG KONG BANK ON THE RIGHT. IN 
THE CENTRE, JUST VISIBLE IS THE BACK OF THE LITTLE Pusiic Lrprary. 


The Helena May Institute is a residential club for ladies, with a good library and an 
English librarian. Illustrated papers and magazines are provided, and non-residents may 
become borrowers. 

In addition, the University of Hong Kong has its own libraries which cater for its 
Students. It was founded in 1888, and has three faculties, of engineering, science and arts, 
and a very high academic standard. 


Failures of Classification Considered 
By W. C. Berwick SAYERS. 


Tue courtesy of the Editor of THe Lrsrary Wor.p has enabled me to invite opinions on 
problems with which I have occupied the infinitesimal leisure I possess at present. I should 
value help in the finding of real objections to classification and difficulties in its application. 
Those who have used schemes for a life-time may possibly overlook difficulties which are very 
real to those who have not. 

There are objections to classification as to every library aétivity, and it will be useful to 
Study these. The obvious one is that with any scheme an ill-trained or ill-understanding 
classifier may class books wrongly, but this need not detain us as it is a criticism which will 
apply to any other library, and indeed any human, aétivity. The classifier who does not 
diagnose correétly the subjeét matter and form of the book he is classing cannot expeét to 
satisfy even himself in his placings of it. L. Stanley Jast was responsible for the remark that it 
was one thing to have a satisfactory classification and another to have a satisfa¢tory classifier, 
and if what this implies is a picturesque exaggeration, it at least contains a warning. 

There are more apparently serious dbjections, atising it may be from over-emphasis of 
the importance of, classification and from the disappointment which is experienced when it 
fails to do what it is incapable of doing and was never intended to do, The most recent 
indi€&tment is made in a deleétable article, with as deleétable a title Testamentum Bibliotecarii, 
contributed by Sir Frederic G. Kenyon to the special number of the Bulletin of the John Rylands 
Library, Manchester, which was published in August, 1941, in honour of Henry Guppy. In this 
meditation “ round three particular points : the librarian’s duties ; the librarian’s virtues ; and 
the idols which especially beset him,” he deals with the ‘dole classis, the idolatry of classification. 
He begins, however, with a statement which has many influential challengers, that “ classifica- 
tion, the arrangement of books on the shelves in accordance with their subjects, is essential 
and probably universal”; and then alleges, and with examples demonstrates, that, as the 
accepted schemes are of some complexity, the reader is unable to find his book without having 
first some knowledge of their intricacies ; 2, that classification fails to reveal all the material 
on any subject ; 3, that the larger the library is the more waste of time there is in examining all 
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the books on the chosen subject that are on the shelves, rather than relying upon “ the 
bibliographies and references in other books on the subje&” ; and 4, if books are removed 
into carrels or otherwise put aside for other special readers they are not in the general sequence 
and so are lost to the immediate seeker. 

All the criticisms can be conceded without much reservation. We have already asserted 
“ the enormous superiority of the catalogue over classification on the shelves as an exhaustive 
method of treating books,”! and “ catalogue ” may stand for Sir Frederic’s bibliographies in 
this connexion. The distinguished critic quite fairly implies that the main effeét of classified 
shelf libraries is to get only the books together on the shelves which obviously or recognizably 
deal with the same or allied subjects. Clearly, as the book is physically indivisible, it can go 
only in one place, and that place must be the one the classifier deems to be most useful to his 
readers. If he chooses this consistently the classifier has done all that is possible with shelf- 
classification. Sir Frederic, however, does not commit himself, as some well-known exponents 
of our subject do, to the position that classification is really mainly a matter for the arrangement 
of entries in catalogues and bibliographies, and on the shelves if any arrangement is to be used 
at all it should be only of the broadest and simplest kind. He does indeed assert that “ where 
books are ordered from the catalogue by their press-marks, it is quite immaterial whether a 
book on astronomy stands side by side with a treatise on Rugby football.” If the aét of classing 
books correétly by a scheme involved much more effort than classing it ineffectively, there 
might be substance in the argument, but if a trained cataloguer is using a known system he can 
do the fuller classing almost as rapidly as the placing for the sort of shelf intra-~subjeét chaos 
which the alternative method seems to prefer. What possible other reasoning than that the 
work occupies more time can be brought against the precise placing of the books by subjeét ? 
That such an arrangement is less useful is an impossible suggestion. For the examination and 
assessment of the works on the shelves by the librarian competent to do it the minute arrange- 
ment must have enormous advantages over every other arrangement, for, except for the 
omniscient, it will scarcely be held that the examination of entries in a bibliography however 
expert will be better than examination of the books themselves. 

Dr. Grace O. Kelley, in a good book,? makes her cogent attack on classified libraries 
turn upon the admitted fac that no known method reveals all the material on any subject. No 
instrument yet devised by the librarian has been able to attain the perfection premised. It is 
elementary that a book is a welter of subjects, even when it apparently deals only with one. 
Jevons demonstrated that long ago, and that it could not, in common sense, be arranged by 
subject. That position is still true in the sense in which Jevons used it, because much classing 
is a practical compromise. The only analysis possible of any book is by entries of each of its 
clearly useful subjects in catalogues and bibliographies, and the a¢tual placing of the book itself 
in the class where it seems likely to be most useful. Dr. Kelley is of opinion—and her opinion 
is based upon long and varied experience—that the analysis in catalogues and bibliographies, 
and especially in dictionary catalogues, supersedes the ordinary use of shelf classification. She 
even goes so far as to suggest that the main book on a subje& may be hidden by classification. 
Her arguments are marshalled with a skill which is almost persuasive, but | think the answer 
is the simple one that the classified shelf must be more useful than the shelf on which astronomy 
and football stand cheek by jowl. 

Our critics should not be dismissed so cavalierly. They know as well as we do, perhaps 
better, that the objections to classification go deeper. They are implicit in the works of all 
writers and certainly in all of my own. Every library classification scheme has its limitations 
and defeéts, of order, notation and indexing, which present pitfalls to their users. As each 
scheme is Studied it is seen to have categories which in its day sufficed but now are superseded, 
as is the case with Dewey, but to balance this we know that hard-headed practical men of 
business have combined to revise it into the International Decimal Classification and find it 
useful to them in spite of the fact that its notation, to some men, is like a mathematician’s 


1 Manual of Classification, 1926, p. 78. 
2Kelley (Grace O.) The Classification of Books : an enquiry into its usefulness to the reader. 1937. N.Y.* 
Wilson. 
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nightmare. It may be that the changes which thinkers discern in the order of knowledge are 
not always so radical as they believe. We learn that Cutter, albeit still incomplete, is detective 
in order, in his ideas of evolutionary order—it is so asserted. The boasted relative indexes of 
most schemes and particularly of Dewey are only partly, and most defectively, relative. The 
Subjeé scheme, we learn, pursues logic in its order to the detriment of the usual order in which 
people think of things and the Categorical Tables economize space in its main tables only by 
Stretching the meanings of many of the terms so as to make them applicable in places where 
they are only partly so. And so on. 

The whole of the criticisms we have described are in essence four only. First; classifica- 
tion requires a certain familiarity with the scheme employed and this consumes time. Second : 
a book is an inseparable single entity physically, and is at the same time a complexity of ideas 
and even subjects ; therefore an arrangement which depends upon one idea or subjeé only 
hides the book from all but the readers of that subjeé&t. Third: an uninformed worker may class 
a book wrongly ; he may, as Mr. A. J. Hawkes has pointed out, put a book on Mendelism 
under sweet peas, or pigs, or what not, because it is Studied in these subjects, and not under 
the right subject, which is Mendelism. As Brown pointed out in reply to Jevons’s assertion 
that a book on the steam-engine had affiliations with engineering, economics, metallurgy and 
other subjects, that, after all, it was a book on the steam-engine, so whenever the complex 
nature of a book is posed the reply is that it has usually a dominant interest and that is our 
concern in classing it. There is no cure for ignorant classing except the removal of the 
ignorance. Fourth: that the colleé&ted works of authors writing on many subjeéts are 
separated ; for example, the works of Carlyle, and series such as the once famous “ University 
Extension Manuals ” or ‘“‘ English Men of Letters ” are separated. Indeed they are, and it is 
difficult to believe that the advantages of having, for example, Carlyle’s French Revolution with 
other books on that subjeét do not outweigh the disadvantages of its separation from other 
works by its author. It is the business of the cataloguer to remove most of the difficulties we 
have raised, with perhaps the single exception of that under our third heading, and even there 
if the cataloguer had an elementary idea of his business he would produce a reference under 
Mendelism. 

To return to Sir Frederic Kenyon; it may be possible for a librarian to place too great 
emphasis upon any branch of his work and therefore upon ours. I would accept unhesitatingly 
his concluding words on this subject: ‘‘ Classification undoubtedly has its value, but the 
limits of its usefulness as a guide to the student should be clearly realized.” But I would urge 
that there are few students so equipped that they know their field so well that catalogue and 
text-book references can replace access to the books, and I do not think Sir Frederic means 
that they can. Such words may be seized by other less gifted librarians to excuse their lack of 
technical equipment. There has of late been an effort to appraise correétly the place of 
technique in library work, and its former emphasis which made untrained librarians uncomfort- 
able is in danger of being replaced by a complacent acquiescence in the false belief that there is 
nothing in it, that it is now complete and a sealed book, and may easily be done without. If 
this is so, then there is no library profession, and any scholar may replace any librarian. 
But is that so ? 

(To be continued.) 


B.B.C. Literary Broadcasts 
Jan. 16— 6.45 p.m.—Books and the Writer: W. E. Henley, by V. S. Pritchett. 
17—10.30 p.m.—The Dark Charmer, a play by Howard Agg and Mabel Constanduros. 
18— 3.30 p.m.—Saloon Bar: A play by Frank Harvey, Jnr. 
21— 9.25 p.m.—The Drone: A play by R. Mayne. 
24—10.30 p.m.—The Great Unimpressionable, adapted from a story by Stacy Aumonier, 
25— 3.30 p.m.—Hobson’s Choice: A play by Harold Brighouse. 
25— 9.30 p.m.—Samson Agonistes : John Milton. 
27—10.35 p.m.—Famous Meetings (3) : Dickens and Hans Andersen: A programme devised by Robert 
Gittings. 
28— 9.25 p.m.—And Now edie : A play by James Hilton. 
31— 9.3§ p.m.—The Immortality Club (2) : by Monckton Hoffe, 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ZENODOTUS, 
A GREETING. 


On all occasions of moment you have no doubt noticed that I address you as the “ onlie 
begetter ” of these Letters. At the beginning of a new year one recalls that thirty years ago 
you began to teach your peers in these pages, and to tickle your opponents with that acerb 
humour which was always one of your special qualities. Through all these years the epistles 
have continued, better or worse according to the power of the scribe writing them, always 
with the intention of promoting the advance of our work as librarians. That you do not 
now use your pen amongst our crowd of anonymities is always a regret to me, because the 
themes of this great hour are worthy of the best we can bring to them. 


Losr LrsrarRIEs. 


I suppose age naturally makes me live in the past to some extent although | believe | 
never forget that we are always moving on. To-night I am rambling in mind over the great 
year just ended, in the effort to see what it involves for the job we have in hand. A great 
year, indeed; on this night twelve months ago in bright moonlight the Nazi’s bombs hit 
Westminster Abbey, the Guildhall and similar military objectives, and nearly burned out 
the heart of London—achieving nothing of his war purpose unless a real hardening of our 
anger was one of them. The Nazi is quite logical, as logical as Omar at Alexandria, in his 
destruction of the monuments of our history and of our libraries. Nazi kultur is all that 
matters and the erasure of all other is not a regrettable necessity of war but a pious removal 
of the schismatic in the interests of the ineffable Reich. That event was the ending of 1940, 
and led on in a blaze of hell to the year just ended. There have been other raids since, every- 
where, and none more devilish than those which wiped out much of the civilian streets of 
Plymouth, Swansea, Sheffield and Bristol. Plymouth joined Coventry in the group of cities 
which have lost their main library, which includes Louvain, Belgrade, Warsaw (I believe), 
and (latest) Kalinin. The loss of a library, wantonly destroyed, is a painful thing, but only 
in a few cases is it more than a local tragedy. There are too many books in the world, and 
their indiscriminate preservation is one of the futilities of the nineteenth and previous centuries. 
You have only to read of the literary product of the Augustan age and, indeed, of the whole 
eighteenth century, and to count the number of books that have survived in the sense that 
men read them willingly. Are there fifty books left in that category ? No, books, in general, 
have their day and cease to be. After all, this comes to the old position that in about six 
places everything should be guarded for the present and for posterity, and the other libraries 
should not attempt such encyclopaedism. 


Opportunities. 


You will not say, therefore, that | mean a library should consist only of books of red-hot 
currency. A book is alive if it has two readers a year, and it may always seem dead in some 
towns which have moribund readers, partly because they have slug-brained librarians unable 
to make them live. That is by the way. What has crossed my mind occasionally is the great 
chance the loss of a library gives to a man, mere/y as a librarian. He has first to show his powers 
as an organizer, then his convincing persuasive qualities in making his people anxious to 
have the loss made good; then, if he succeeds, everything is before him. Wouldn’t you 
like to have had the opportunities Dr. Guppy had and used so wonderfully in the John 
Rylands ? And there are a few fortunate librarians, like Mr. Lamb at Sheffield who had the 
making from its very foundations of a new central library, or like Mr. O’Leary at Dagenham 
and Mr. Walker at Hendon who had the same experience with a whole town library system. | 
have always regarded such men as the fortunates of the profession, and the happiness and 
pride in their work that all these men show proves me to be right. There is no dead wood 
to burn, no bad traditions to be lived down, no system costly to abolish ; there is only creation. 
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SALVAGE. 


It is not a paradox that | am deeply concerned about Mr. Judd’s campaign for books 
for pulping. With the man who destroys any book I have no sympathy ; how could I have ? 
Where does this come from ? :— 


Was he already, in her fair discerning, 
A searcher after wealth in dusty nooks, 
Pursuing his novitiate of learning 
Not in the lore that Shakespeare found in brooks, 
Or ancient trees made royal by the rooks ; 
But in a manner full of prose to others, 
Who by some miracle live without books, 
A faith that many a schism smites and smothers, 
The passionate love of print that makes all bookmen brothers ? 


(I am not wandering: I am told the verses dealt with the wooing of Ann Ball by the young 
Thomas Bodley. I hope to see the whole poem someday). This expresses what people who 
can give precious books to the pulping machine cannot even conceive. Yet, my friend, | 
am assured that the number of treasurable books that are being sacrificed is fewer than we 
fearful folk imagine. There is commonsense in fairly wide commonalty spread, you know. 
It is my duty and yours to check up on this campaign, assisting it in its rightful colleéting 
with all our power, but defying any salvage officer anywhere who seeks to destroy what 
must not be destroyed. in any case, the need for paper cannot be met by the sacrifice of 
books ; that can only serve a turn, and the irreplaceable should not be given for the transient 
attempt to deal with a situation which calls for new substitutes for paper. 


THE New Domespay. 


I am watching with interest the enquiry into libraries which the L.A. is pursuing. It 
took the best method when it threw upon its branches the duty of meeting and working out 
plans—an astute move which said to us all: “ Its easy to be a critic—it isn’t of course to be 
a good one !—and you ought to criticize, but tell us what ought to be done, and how.” Well: 
there is the challenge. Let us meet it, if we have the wit todo so, The meetings in question 
may prevent the anger which certain parts of the former Survey of Libraries raised. No one 
person is qualified to review the whole library position, although our ablest may be devoted 
to it; but with the aid of branch and central conferences he can bring together valuable 
evidence. The L.A. will not allow any one man to diate its programme, but it is right to 
invite one man to collec ideas for such a programme. I write this because there seems to be 
a notion that Mr. L. R. McColvin is traversing Great Britain, rushing from library to library, 
and is to produce a sort of Atlantic Charter for us on the take it or leave it principle. Such a 
thing, however good, certainly would be left. 1 believe he is merely gathering information 
on which he will report: a very seleét committee will consider that, and whatever its issues 
they must not become public, and certainly not be addressed to local or central authority, 
until an Annual Meeting ratifies them. So, we need not be alarmed! the watchers are out. 


Envot. 
These are comforting words and I close my New Year’s letter to you with a thought 
for your well-being. In closing, 1 wish you “ All the best” for 1942 and you can guess 
how much | mean by that. 


Vale! 
ERATOSTHENES. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ Lerrers ON Our AFFAIRS,” 
—Editor, THe Lisrary Worvp, 
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Personal News 


Mr. Eric A. Hall, B.A., A.L.A., Librarian- 
in-Charge, Bedfordshire County Libraries, 
Dunstable Branch, to be Temporary Senior 
Assistant, Wood Green Public Library. 


Miss E. Lenthall, Branch Librarian, Bolsover 
Branch of Derby County Library, to be Chief 
Assistant, Long Eaton Public Library. 


Miss I, M. Saxton, A.L.A., Chief Assistant, 
Long Eaton Public Library, to be Branch 
Librarian, Bognor Regis Branch of West 
Sussex County Library. 


Topicalities 
Edited by H. G. Curistopuer, A.L.A. 


BRISTOL PUBLIC LIBRARIES.—Mr. 
Ross has issued a well-printed, admirably 
annotated little list which is probably unique 
at the present hour of paper stringency 
and which, at this moment, is most apposite 
and useful. It deals with the history, art, 
biography, science, law, economics, foreign 
relations, language and literature and periodi- 
cals of America or dealing with that country. 
Four pages of annotated interest of novels 
complete the list. One might differ with 
Mr. Ross as to its selection of novels; 
for example, Mary Johnston's great series 
on the Civil War is absent although the 
earliest two books of this author are 
included; and we could wish that Owen 
Wister’s beautiful Lady Baltimore, one or 
two of Henry James, and, at least, James 
Lane Allen’s The Choir Invisible or other 
of his Kentucky books were on the list. On 
these points, however, there would be con- 
siderable difference of opinion and even the 
best list could only be a selective one. 


HALIFAX.—Dickens lovers will find much 
to interest them in exhibits which are now on 
view at the Central Library at Belle Vue. These 
include some examples of Dickens’ writings 
which have been set to music and copies of 
illustrations from his work by such artists as 
Cruikshank, “ Phiz,” and H. K. Browne, with 
water-colours of a number of well-known 
characters by Lewis John Binns, formerly of 
King Cross. Among other items are also in- 
cluded a penny “ Pickwick,” relics of the sales 
of the novelist’s effects, a facsimile of the 


original “ Christmas Carol,” a reminder of the 
Halifax branch of the Dickens Fellowship, etc. 
Most of the exhibits have been lent by Mr. 
G. W. Almond, of King Cross. 


PORTSMOUTH.—“ It is greatly regretted 
that owing to a number of inescapable factors, 
it has been found necessary for the time being 
to close the Museums. Should opportunity 
permit, no time will be lost in making these 
buildings again available to the public.” 


The above notice was sent to the printer 
for insertion in Vol. 5, No. 2, of the “ Ports- 
mouth Reader.” Before this number appeared, 
the City Museum was almost entirely destroyed. 


SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY.— The 
“ Manchester City News” of March 2gth 
featured a special article on “ The Call of 
Youth,” by Mr. Frederick Cowles. While 
deploring the regimentation of youth along 
the lines of the Hitler Youth Movement, the 
writer also deplores the lack of imagination 
and initiative displayed by those who should 
have had the welfare of the youth of this 
country at heart. “ The history of youth in 
Britain during the past thirty years is an 
appalling record of criminal neglect.” Never- 
theless, Mr. Cowles expresses the view that it 
is Still possible to remedy some of the evil by 
the extension of the nation’s Youth Com- 
mittees and the adoption by such organisa- 
tions of increased training in the principles of 
Local Government and social science. Public 
Librarians and Public Library Committees, he 
maintains, should play a greater part in a 
democratic Youth movement in this country, 
“ for reading means education, and books are 
essential to mental development.” 


TOTTENHAM.—The most unusual feature 
in Tottenham’s ““ New books ” for March is a 
section headed “ Science-Fantasy Fiction.” A 
select list of such works is preceded by a 
preface designed to assist the reader in distin- 
guishing the socially valuable works in this 
category from those whose interest is limited 
to sensationalism. A list of “ science-fantasy ” 
literature much fuller than that published in 
“New books ” is available at the Tottenham 
Public Libraries, and the public has been 
invited to suggest titles which may have been 
omitted. This is an indication that the Totten- 
ham Libraries have not abandoned their policy 
of close collaboration with the people whom 
they serve. 
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Library Reports 

By Hersert C. SAWTELLE 

(Bermondsey Public Libraries). 
Bristou Public Libraries.—Reading in Bristol, 
1940-1941. City Librarian, James Ross, M.A., 
F.L.A. Population (eSst.), 411,400. Rate, 
2.5d. Income from Rate, £34,073. Stock : 
Lending, 155,578; Reference, 163,676. 
Additions, 28,192. Withdrawals, 31,724. 
Issues: Lending, 1,656,280; Children’s and 
School’s_ Libraries, 413,619; Reference, 
101,483 ; Library of Commerce, 109,088 ; 
Newspapers and Patents Library, 4,394; 
Reading Rooms, 2,199. Borrowers, 77,103 ; 

extra tickets, 26,950. Branches, 15. 
Despite the difficulties under which the Libraries 
have been working during the year under review, 
normal services have been maintained as far as possible, 
and the record of the year’s work may be regarded as 
one of solid achievement. Many of the library buildings 
suffered damage as the result of air raids and two of the 
branch libraries are still closed. The loss of issues 
from these two libraries brought the total circulation 
below that of the year previous. Civil Defence per- 
sonnel and members of H.M. Forces stationed in the 
locality have received regular supplies of books from 
the lending libraries. Books were also sent to many 
country distriéts for use of children evacuated from the 


City. A number of Civic departments, bombed out of 


their homes, have found refuge in the Central and other 

of the City’s libraries. Alderman Frank Sheppard, 

C.B.E., M.A., has ceased to be a member of the Libraries 

Committee after 35 years’ service on that Body. 

Lonc Earon Public Library. — Annual 
Report, 1940-1941. Librarian, |. F. Sher- 
wood, F.L.A. Population, 26,200. Rate, 
2.65d. Income from Rate, £1,643. Stock: 
Lending, 16,843 ; Junior, 3,057; Reference, 
1,447. Additions, 2,065. Withdrawals, 
1,758. Issues: Lending, 179,471; Junior, 
44,294. Borrowers, 10,338; extra tickets, 
4,897. 

The busiest year on record has just closed with the 
book circulation increased by 9,149. 

Luron Public Libraries. — A Year’s Work : 
Librarian’s Report for 1940-1941. Borough 
Librarian, Frank M. Gardner. Population 
(eSt.), 110,000. Rate, 2.48d. Stock: Lend- 
ing, 36,224; Junior, 5,259; Reference, 
4,455; Branches, 6,645; Schools, 3,665. 
Additions, 8,810. Withdrawals, 3,525. 
Issues : Lending, 439,110 ; Junior, 163,225 ; 
Reference, 34,367. Borrowers’ tickets in 
force, 36,83z. Branches, 2. 

Following on after the previous two years’ huge 
increases in issue, a yet larger increase was recorded last 
year, when 93,599 more books were used. 26,758 of 
these were issued in the newly formed School Libraries. 
PortsmMouTH Public Libraries and Museums.— 

Annual Report, 1940-1947. Chief Librarian 


and Curator, Harry Sargeant, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion (eSt.), 258,400. Total stock, 142,054. 
Additions, 21,787. Withdrawals, 19,504. 
Total issue, 1,207,796. Borrowers’ tickets 
in force, 79,170. Branches, 5. 

The above Report is contained in the quarterly 
magazine published by the Libraries, known as “ The 
Portsmouth Reader.” The year’s work has been 
carried out under unparalleled conditions, but the end 
of the year finds all the libraries functioning and the 
result—the second highest issue ever achieved. All the 
Museums are closed to the public owing to damage, 
or the evacuation of material to safer zones. Speci 
loans of books have been granted to many outside 
bodies. More books were bound in the bindery than 
for several years past. 

SWINTON and PENDLEBURY Public Libraries.— 
Two Years of War, 1939-1941: being the 
Chief Librarian’s Report. Chief Librarian, 
Frederick Cowles, F.R.S.L. Population 
(est.), 41,100. Total stock, 50,673. Addi- 
tions, 7,347. Withdrawals, 3,506. Issues 
(1939-1940): Lending, 456,183; Reference 
(eSt.), 14,000; (1940-1941), Lending, 
468,322; Reference (eSt.), 15,200. Bor- 
rowers (1940-1941), 23,499; extra tickets, 
4,807. Branches, 3. 

This brief review shows how the libraries 
have stood up to war conditions during the past two 
years, and tells of the very good work accomplished 
in that period. Over 3,000 new borrowers have been 
registered, and the book circulation has been greatly 
increased each year. Issue figures for last year are the 
largest ever attained, and represent an increase over 
the previous year of 12,139. The Central Library 
suffered some superficial damage during an air raid, 
but the Stock was not harmed. A small branch library 
has been opened for the use of A.R.P. service personnel 
and members of the Home Guard. 

York Public Libraries.—Report for the years 
1939-1941. City Librarian, Raymond 
Doherty. Population (est.), 96,800. Rate, 
3.67d. Income from Rate, £8,773. Stock : 
Lending, §7,912; Reference, 22,200. Addi- 
tions, 6,875. Withdrawals, 2,695. Issues 
(1939- 1940): Lending, 502,131 ; Reference, 
33,061 ; Branches, 50,238 ; Children, 
94,100; (1940-1941), Lending, 550,065 ; 
Reference, 32,813 ; Branches, 52,342 ; Child- 
ren, 104,858. Borrowers’ tickets in force, 
335457- 

In the two years covered by this Report many 
adjustments and alterations in the various departments 
have had to be made, but the Lending and Reference 
Libraries have been working as usual, It is plainly 
apparent that public use and appreciation of these 
departments has by no means diminished under war 
conditions. In the early days of the war book circula- 
tion began to fall off and then to revive again, until last 
year saw the aggregate issue rise to record heights 
with an increase of nearly 60,000. Circulation of 
children’s books was increased b 10,661. 
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Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS 
OF INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 
Boyp (Anne Morris) United States Govern- 
ment Publications. Sources of Information 
for Librarians. Second Edition, completely 
revised. New York, H. W’. Wilson Company. 
$4.50 net. 

This is the second edition of one of the most 
important reference books. It gives an outline of all 
United States Government Publications, together with 
the bibliographies and handlists which describe them 
more minutely. It now occupies 548 pages and is 
revised to June, 1940. An excellent piece of work 
clearly and accurately carried out. 


Cuitps (James B.) Colombian Government 
Publications. Washington, Library of 
Congress. 

A valuable list of the publications issued by the 
Government of the Republic of Colombia since its 
organisation as an independent State in 1821. It is 
arranged alphabetically by names of departments and 
other organisations. 

INTER-AMERICAN BIBLIOGRAPHICAL AND LI- 
BRARY AssocraTION. Series Il, Vol. 3. 
Proceedings of the Third Convention, 
Washington, 1940. New York, H. W. 
Wilson Company. $5.00 net. 

This interesting volume contains many papers 
dealing with Spanish-American bibliography, and with 
the history of printing and libraries in the countries 
south of the United States. 


Ker (Annita Melville) Mexican Government 
Publications. A Guide to the more import- 
ant publications of the National Government 
of Mexico, 1821-1936. Library of Congress, 
Washington, United States Government 
Printing Office. $1.25 net. 

The official publications of the Spanish-American 
States are complicated in issue and difficult to use. A 
Start was made by the Library of Congress in 1932 with 
a monograph on the Memorias of Central America and 
the Antilles. We have now the present volume, which 
deals exhaustively with the whole of the Mexican 
Official Documents. It may be noted that the British 
Museum contains a very large colleétion of Mexican 
material for the first half of the roth century, which 
might possibly fill some gaps in the story. 


Law Lrprary Association. Proposed List of 
Subject Headings Relating to War. Com- 
piled by Lena Keller. New York. Law 
Library Association. 2 5c. net. 

\ very useful eight page list of subjeét headings 
relating to War. It is not made especially applicable to 
the present War and does not contain any sefion for the 


history and description of the various campaigns now 


in progress. Each heading can of course be subdivided 
by countries. 


LEHMANN-Havpr (Hellmut) Ed. Bookbinding 
in America. Three essays: Early American 
Bookbinding by Hand, by H. D. French ; 
The Rise of American Edition Binding, by 
J. W. Rogers; On the Rebinding of Old 
Books, by H. Lehmann-Haupt. Illus. Port- 
land, Maine. The Southworth-Antoensen 
Press. $7.50 net. 

The three essays in this handsome volume deal 
with Bookbinding in America from three points of 
view. The first summarizes the information at present 
available on the early work and the early craftsmen in 
America and brings together in admirable style the facts 
on the subjeét. At the end of this part is an appendix 

iving the names and addresses of American binders 

Fre rom 1636 to 1820. The second essay deals with the 
Rise of American edition binding and in this con- 
neétion suggests some form of textile binding was used 
in the 18th century. This may or may not be so, but is 
the author of the first essay right when she suggests 
that the term “ Book-muslin ” might refer to muslin 
used for binding books ? The expression was used in 
this country to indicate muslin folded like a book. The 
history of the development of edition binding is inter- 
eSting and is well told, with pictures of the various 
machines as they were introduced. The third essay will 
be of great service to librarians if they will take it to 
heart and learn when and when not to rebind an old 
book and what to do to make an old book strong 
enough to stand ordinary usage in a library without 
coming to pieces. 


McCurntock (Marshall) Millions of Books. 
The Story of Your Library. Illus. New 
York, Vanguard Press. $1.75. 

A fascinating Study of the more romantic aspeé& of 
libraries from the smallest to the greatest ; namely from 
a village colleétion to the great Library of Congress 
itself. The work tells the reader how to get books, how 
to read them, how they are sent round the country and 
how to understand the principles of book colleétions, It 
is essential to the young Student as well as to the general 
reader, explaining, as it does, the use of the Card 
Catalogue, the Information Desk, the Periodical Room, 
the Reference Department, and last but not least, for 
country readers, the “ Bookmobile,” which in holiday 
time contains a large proportion of story-books. A 
delightful book with delightful illustrations for the 
younger members of the reading world. 


SoctaL Securtry Boarp. Selected List of Sub- 
ject Headings used in the Social Security 
Board Library. Washington, D.C. Social 
Security Board. 

The Social Security Board is organised under the 
Federal Security Agency and deals with everything 
covered by the Social Security A@ of 1935, or alluded 
to in that A& or in the Administrative Orders connected 
therewith. The Library of the Board has found the 
already existing lists of Subjeét Headings insufficient 
for their needs and the librarians have compiled this 
most elaborate list which occupies 335 pages and 
supplements all existing lists of subjeé& headings. 


085 0 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 101 


SPECIAL LipRARIES ASSOCIATION. Trade- 
Names Index. New York. Special Libraries 
Association. $4.00 

A valuable reference list of the more out-of-the- 
way Trade Names. Gives names and addresses of 
proprietors, description and occasionally the content 
and method of manufaéture. 


GENERAL. 
ALMEDINGEN (E. M.) Tomorrow will come. 


Lane. 12s. 6d. net. 

The author is known as a novelist, but here she 
has written her autobiography, beginning with her 
childhood in St. Petersburg. When only cight years old 
she was told by her tutor that her mind was “ all bits 
and pieces’’ and her succeeding days grew more 
gloomy, with less money to spend and fewer advan- 
tages. When she was twenty, her father was dead as 
well as her half-English mother, and by that time St. 
Petersburg had become Petrograd. A knowledge of 
six languages, history, typing and secretarial work 
gained freedom for her and she was allowed to leave 
Russia for Rome where her only relative lived. Her 
book is the human document of an ordinary young 
woman living her life amidst troubles and difficulties 
in Russia and working out her salvation by sheer pluck 
and persistence. 

Arnott (Peter) This Impertinence. Illus. 
Jenkins. 12s. 6d. net. 

Here we have India and Anglo-Indians with the 
lid off. The author has seen the country and the people 
as only a man who travels in the most remote parts in 
the exercise of his profession (engineering) can do. 
Mr. Arnott writes in an interesting manner and his 
Stories do not lack point. ‘ Impertinence ”’ is the right 
name for it, but now and again the faéts strike home. 
BopkINn (Maud) The Quest for Salvation in an 

Ancient and a Modern Play. Oxford Uni- 
versity Press. 2s. 6d. net. 

In this clever Essay Miss Bodkin has endeavoured 
to show the relationship between the “* Eumenides ” 
of Aeschylus and T. S. Eliot’s modern play “ The 
Family Reunion.” Both plays deal with Quest and 
Attainment and the author’s critical faculty has led her 
to show how significant are the two plays when re- 
garded in the light of present-day conditions. 
Bromiey (C. A.) Crazy Camera. Secrets of 

Photomontage. Withan Introduétion by F. J. 
Mortimer. Photos. The Focal Press. 6s. net. 

The author is not only a photographer, but an 
artist and an adept in making up photographic in- 
exactitudes, as they may aptly be termed. The secret 
of this fantasy in photography is to produce good 
photographs representing faéts, and then turn them into 
something that looks like a good photograph but does 
not represent the faéts. This art is called ‘‘ Photo- 
montage,” and sounds easier to achieve than it probably 
is, but Mr. Bromley gives such a clear account of how 
such things are done, that even a tyro will be able to 
get his results with care and perseverance. Piétures of 
flying elephants, Hitler as Napoleon, and photographic 
nightmares of various kinds are trifles compared with 
some of the fakes that can be engineered, and many 
amusing hours can be spent in building up and pi€ur- 
ing monstrosities and absurdities beyond the wildest 
flights of fancy. 


Large Dept. for Public Libraries 


FOYLES 
Booksellers to the World 


We are still very busy 
supplying almost all 
the principal Libraries 
throughout the country 


New and secondhand Books on every subject 
Stock of nearly three million volumes 


113-125 CHARING CROSS ROAD 
LONDON, W.C.2 


Telephone: GERrard 5660 (16 lines) 


Burke (Thomas) English Night-Life. From 
Norman Curfew to present Black-out. Illust- 
rated from Prints, Paintings, Drawings and 
Photographs. Batsford. ros. 6d. net. 

Mr. Burke has followed up his “ Streets of 
London” with a companion volume on Night Life 
from 1066 to 1941. He has gathered from many 
sources quotations illustrating the nightly amusements 
of our forefathers and has reproduced prints and paint- 
ings which show the indoor and outdoor life of the 
after dark population which has at all times been ready 
to go “round the town” in search of adventure or 
amusement. More emphasis might have been laid on 
the interesting “‘ nineties ’’ and on the succeeding period. 


Burr (A. L.) The United States, Great Britain 
and British North America. From the 
Revolution to the Establishment of Peace 
after the War of 1812. Maps. New Haven, 
Conn., Yale Univ. Press. Toronto, The 
Ryerson Press. London, Humphrey Milford : 
Oxford Univ. Press. 20s. net. 

The relations between Gt. Britain, Canada and the 
United States from the close of the American Revolu- 
tion to the end of the War of 1812-15, form the subjeét 
of this volume. The discussions, which in one form 
or another, either between diplomats or armed forces, 
turned on the boundary between Canada and the 
United States which today bears the name of the un- 
armed boundary. It forms a fascinating slice of history 
and is one of the basic episodes in the history of the 
Dominion of Canada. 
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Faser (Geoffrey) The Buried Stream. Col- 
lected poems, 1908 to 1940. Faber. 8s. 6d. 
net. 

The author’s preface to this colleétion of his poems 
is by no means the least interesting part of the volume 
which many poetry lovers will cherish. Mr. Faber has 
done much to make contemporary poetry known to the 
world by publishing the works of other modern poets. 
T. S. Eliot’s “ Poems” appeared in 1925, and were 
followed by those of W. H. Auden, Ezra Pound, Louis 
MacNeice, Edward Thomas amongst a dozen others. 
Of his own verse Mr. Faber has given us nothing since 
1917 and the volume now under review will be the 
more welcome, especially the pieces included in Book 
Three, 1918-1940, none of which have appeared in print 
before. These show a notable development in richness 
and maturity of Style. 


Guyka (Matila) A Documented Chronology of 


Roumanian History, from pre-historic times 
to the present day. Translated from the 
French by F. G. Renier and A. Cliff. Oxford, 
Blackwell. 5s. net. 

This is rather a history of the Roumanian people 
than a history of Roumania itself. It requires a con- 
siderable knowledge of the politics of Eastern Europe 
to follow the changes in the government and control of 
Transylvania which (naturally, perhaps) forms the 
principal contents of the work. A series of outline maps 
would have made the story much clearer to the Western 
mind. 

Het.ic (Bruno) Men Crucified. Frontis. Eyre 
and Spottiswoode. 9s. net. 

The author was for thirteen months in German 
concentration camps. His story is terrible, and confirms 
all the horrors of Dachau and Buchenwald. 

Henstow (T. Geoffrey) The Cottage Garden. 
Illus. Jenkins. 1os. 6d. net. 

By the well-known authority on horticulture this 
book will appeal both to the practised gardener and to 
the amateur. Every aspect of the smaller garden is 
treated and the reader will here find the answers to the 
many problems which perplex him, as to the right time 
for planting, the varieties yielding best results, rotation 
of crops and inter-cropping, ctc., ctc. Illustrated by 
tine plates from photographs, the book forms a com- 
prehensive guide to vegetable, fruit and flower culti- 
vation in the cottage garden. 

Hore (Christina) English Custom and Usage. 
Illus. from prints and photographs. Batsford 
10s. 6d. net. 

The local traditions of this country are well 
described and illustrated in this interesting volume. 
From the Pagan survivals of Painswick and Helston, 
we see the Christmas, Lenten and Easter customs, 
followed by the popular celebrations of fairs and wakes, 
the civic ceremonies and the customs of manorial 
courts. All are good, many being described and 
illustrated for the first time. 

Horrasin (J. F.) An Atlas-History of the 
Second Great War. Vol. IV, January, 1941, 
to July, 1941. Numerous maps. Nelson. 
38. 6d. net. 

These maps with their informative texts bring the 
war to the beginning of the onslaught of the Nazis upon 


Russia, and contain important material concerning the 
campaigns in Abyssinia, Balkans, Iraq and Syria. It 
will keep the reader on the qui vive for the Story to follow 
in the next volume, carrying on from August of this 
year. A splendid little handbook for keeping abreast 
of the happenings. 

KaGawa (Toyohiko) The Two Kingdoms. 

Lutterworth. 8s. 6d. net. 

This novel of the life of Christ concentrates on the 
development and study of the numerous and contrasting 
charaéters who surrounded Jesus in His work. We meet 
the familiar Biblical persons, such as John the Baptist, 
Judas Iscariot, Herod Agrippa, and Caiaphus, and see 
them portrayed from slightly different angles and in a 
different light. The book is written by Japan’s out- 
Standing Christian leader and social worker, and es- 
pecially in these days is it well to realise that even in 
those lands regarded as breeding places of aggression 
and violence, the Light of Christianity, however dim, 
is Still burning and always will while such men as 
Kagawa Still live: This book leaves an unforgettable 
impression. 


KinG (Cecil) Rule Britannia. With text illus. 
by the author. Studio. 12s. 6d. net. 

The story of the Navy during the present war is 
well-told by the author. The work of the Fleet, the 
personnel, the composition of its various divisions are 
all described in these pages, and the author draws 
parallels —— the present war and previous naval 

aigns. he illustrations, coming from this 
publishing are, of course, as excellent as usual. 

The coloured jacket displays the three ensigns adopted 

in 1801. 

Ouivier (Edith) 
Non-Grammarian’s 
Batsford. 8s. 6d. net. 

The life of the countryside and its villages and 
small towns is very well described in this interesting 
book. The descriptions are lucid, and the author has 
brought to light many minor aspects of country life. 
The illustrations are numeroug and excellent. 


FICTION. 


GoopwIn (John) In Full Cry. Jenkins. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

A Story of hairbreadth escapes from gaol. Did 
Felicia Pardoe or did she not murder her husband ? 
Flick, as she is called for short, believes her punishment 
in Duxford Gaol to be deserved, but she is rescued by a 
crew with an unknown “ king-pin ”’ for their own ends, 
and escapes the worst through the marvellous help of a 
boy friend. The chase is so exciting that if the reader 
did not feel assured that the hero and the heroine had to 
live to tell the tale, they would despair of their surviving 
the adventures which befall them on every han 
thing that seemed to have the most effeé&t on those who 
tried to capture the runaways was the masterly fashion 
in which Flick slogged a policeman with a broom. It 
would be unfair to reveal how this ingenious story is 
worked out to its logical conclusion, as the absorbed 
reader will prefer to tind out for himself. 

Kaup (Elizabeth D.) Not for the Meek, 
Hutchinson. tos. 6d. net. 

Our friends, the American fiétion writers, have of 

late been working strenuously on long, long novels 


Country Moods and Tenses. 
Chapbook. Illus. 
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which form veritable pictures of life in the United States. 
Mrs. Kaup has chosen the past fifty years for her 
setting and has made her Story realistic by introducing 
such famous charaéters as Andrew Carnegie, Pierpont 
Morgan, President Theodore Roosevelt, and others. 
The main theme of the story is the growth to power in 
the Steel industry of one Martin Lydendaal, an immi- 
grant from Denmark, who becomes naturalised, and by 
sheer industry and ability rises to great heights of 
power. Though in the nature of an autobiography, it 
is told in queer Style, showing the “ cut-back” in 
thought of Martin at the age of seventy-three. The 
novel is to be highly recommended on the score of 
fidelity to faéts and insight into spiritual values. 


Massiz (Chris) Corridor of Mirrors. Faber. 


7s. 6d. net. 

From the beginning of the second chapter—page 
22 to be exaét—Mifanwy, who tells the story, suggests 
a myStery. “I must now let you into the secret of my 
visit to London,” she writes, “I am going to see 
Douglas Mangin ... When I see him he will not say 
a word to me, nor I to him.” Then the rather zruesome 
and exotic story is unfolded, page by page, chapter by 
chapter, until the lurid end. 


PARKINSON Keyes (Frances) All that Glitters 
Eyre & Spottiswoode. tos. 6d. net. 

The author has given us a full-length, full-dress 
novel of some 640 pages commencing with a picture 
of society life in Washington in the nineteen twenties 
and continuing through the great slump of the thirties 
to the fall of France in 1940. More than six outstanding 
figures form the human group round which the dip- 
lomatic atmosphere circles, three sets of married people 
whose lives are full of vicissitudes. Zoe, the journalist, 
is perhaps the most important of the women. So keen 
is her aptitude for a journalistic career that she sacrifices 
her private interests to it, and while her love for her 
husband, Bob, is untarnished, she parts from him and 
they only come together again at long last. Her work 
as foreign correspondent makes the opportunity for 
introducing a background of foreign scenes and foreign 
politics and the large canvas is full to overcrowding 
with interesting character Studies. 


Ritey (W.) Common Clay. 
net. 

At the age of seventeen Emma Greenwood is left 
in charge of a baby brother, whom she brings up to 
man’s estate, and makes a good job of it, too, in spite of 
many difficulties and Struggles during his adolescence. 
A Strong tale of Yorkshire life,with good charaéterisation 
and the clash of temperament which makes really well 
worth while reading. 


JUVENILE. 


CHINN (Peter Garrod) Aero-Modelling. With 
over 40 diagrams and designs for two models 
Lutterworth. 4s. 6d. 

The author is already well known for his con- 
tributions to the literature of model aeronautics, and 
this concise handbook with its useful diagrams and 
clear explanations of difficult scientific problems 
will tind a cherished place in every boy's library. 
On its own subjeé& it is to be heartily recommended 
as a practical treatise. 


Jenkins. 7s. 6d. 


Dempster (Guy) Fleet Wings. Frontis. 
Lutterworth. 3s. 6d. net. 
A Story which every boy will enjoy. Two mid- 


shipmen in the thick of things at Narvik and Dunkirk, 
in fights with German spies, air duels and all the rest of 
it. Well told and breezy as the sea itself. 


Gi_mour (Patience) The Quest of the Wild 
Swans. Lutterworth. §s. net. 

This is a good story of Rovers and Rangers 
up against new adventures and “* quests.” Miss Gilmour 
has already made her girl readers acquainted with these 
charming people and this additional narrative of their 
experiences will certainly enhance their reputations and 
endear them to all hearts. ; 
MATTHEWMAN (Phyllis) The Queerness of 

Rusty. A Daneswood Book. Frontis. 
Lutterworth. 5s, net. 

Another “* Daneswood ” book written as usual in 
the author’s original and interesting style. This school 
Story again follows the problems and adventures of 
Chloe, Prefe& in the Middle School, whose chief 
occupation is to keep the lively Fourth Formers out of 
mischief. The feud between the unusual newcomer, 
Rusty, and the dominating Josie, provide Chloe with 
fresh problems and the story with a plot. All ages of 
schoolgirls will enjoy this. 

Pye (Virginia) Snow Bird. With illustrations 
by Richard Kennedy. Faber. 7s. 6d. 

Alan and Susan Price are already great favourites 
with girl and boy readers, and here is a new Story about 
them and their adventures on a Swiss holiday. Ski-ing, 
sleighing and mountain-climbing are among the sports 
enjoyed by the Prices and their friends, but there is a 
lot about school life, travelling, an ice-feast and other 
gaictics. 

BOOKS RECEIVED. 
“ALLAN JUNIOR,” “V” for Viéory, Some 
Thoughts on the “ V ” Campaign. Valentine & Sons 
Ltd. 3d. net. And “ The Premier’s Clarion Calls to 
Courage,” attractive little booklets, with comments by 
“Allan Junior.” Valentine & Sons Ltd. 3d. net. 


Macseatu (John) The Silent Bells. Pickering & Inglis. 
Is. net. 

Watton (W. H. ve Everybody’s Prayer. Lutter- 
worth. 3s. 6d. net 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


ANAIS PAULISTAS DE MEDICINA E CIRURGIA, 
August, 1941.—BLACKWELL, Catalogue No. 480, 
Philosophy, including the Library of the late Dr. 
Heinrich Levy, together with works relating to Classi- 
cal Antiquity—THE LIBRARIAN, November and 
December, 1941.—THE LIBR ARY ASSIST! ANT, 
December, 1941.—THE LIBRARY ASSOC LATION 
REC SORD, December, 1941.—THE LIBRARY JOUR- 

NAL, November, 1941.—MORE Books, Bulletin of 
the Boston Public Library, November, 1941.—NEW 
ZEALAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, NEW ZEA- 
LAND LIBRARIES, Bulletin of the N.Z. Library 
Association, O&ober, 1941. Proceedings and Papers of 
the Thirteenth Conference of Delegates and Members. 
Held at Dunedin, 18th to 218t February, 1941. Welling- 
ton, N.Z., 2s. net—WLILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, 
November, 1941. 


a 


104 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, “ Lisrary 
znd December, 1941. 
Sir, Book SALVAGE. 

Recently | wrote to a number of librarians 
for information on co-operation with local 
salvage officers in saving books which ought 
not, under any circumstances, to be destroyed. 
These letters were very helpful to me, and I 
should be grateful if you would allow me a 
little space in which to thank the writers for 
their prompt replies. Mr. Nowell and Mr. 
Sayers also wrote letters to the press, and took 
official aétion which clarified the position. Mr. 
Nowell obtained from Mr. Judd, Controller of 
Salvage, a letter which stated that whenever 
possible he had emphasised that books and 
documents of historical or other special value 
should not be put out for salvage. 

The upshot was that I was able to arrive at a 
satisfactory solution of the difficulty in Edin- 
burgh. On 28th November the letter printed 
below was sent to the Edinburgh press. 

Yours, etc., 
Ernest A. SAVAGE. 


Edinburgh Public Libraries, 
Edinburgh. 

The need of wastepaper is great and urgent. We 
appeal to your readers to give the colleétors all paper and 
unwanted books that they can. 

At the same time we wish to draw attention to the 
faét that the Controller of Salvage, in appealing to the 
public for old books and records, has, whenever 
possible, emphasised that books or documents of 
historical or other special value should not be put out 
for salvage. It is certain that material in these categories 
forms a very small percentage of the whole. 

The Edinburgh Libraries Committee are willing 
to allow experienced members of theit Staff to look 
through colle&tions of books and documents before 
they ate given out for salvage, and to point out to 
owners any material which should not be destroyed. 
The Committee do not seek to divert this material from 
salvage to library ownership. The aim is to advise the 
owners to keep that which ought not to be destroyed. 
The Librarian at the Central Library, George 1V Bridge, 
will attend to requests for this advice. 

Alternatively, if owners will deliver at the Central 
Library or at any of its branches, books which, in their 
opinion, it may be desirable to preserve, the members of 
the Library Staff, after examining the books, will lay 
aside for the owners’ disposal those worth keeping, and 
will send the remainder to salvage depots. 

Arrangements have also been made for members 
of the library Staff to look through books which are 
sent direétly to the salvage depots. It is desirable to add 
that the books and material which it is sought to pre- 


serve afe not necessarily of pecuniary value. The real 
value is in the contents. 
Witt Y. 
Lord Provost. 
KENNETH SANDERSON, 
Chairman, Edinburgh Libraries Committee. 
N. G. Winson, 
Inspeftor of Lighting and Cleansing. 


Tue Eprror, “ Lisrary Worwp.” 
19th December, 1941. 
Sir, NATIONAL SURVEY. 

Democracy does not mean that every propo- 
sal affecting individuals must be submitted for 
the approval of the individual before it is 
carried out. It means that individuals have the 
right and privilege to choose a small body of 
men who will aét on their behalf and in their 
interests, in accordance with broad general 
principles agreed upon by the majority. The 
interpretation and implementation of these 
principles must be left to the elected executive. 
The faét that war-time conditions have made it 
necessary in most cases to reduce the size of 
such executives does not affect the issue. These 
considerations should be borne in mind by 
librarians when reading Mr. E. A. Savage’s 
letter on the National Survey published in your 
December issue. The conditions laid down by 
Mr. Savage are not a democratic necessity. 
The clear implication of his letter is that the 
Emergency Committee and the Officials of the 
L.A. are not to be trusted. If he has definite 
evidence to support this opinion, let him bring 
it forward; if not, the time is ill chosen for 
attempts to sabotage the Government of the 
Association. The difficulties of administration 
in present circumstances are obvious. To in- 
crease these difficulties by attempts to dis- 
credit officials and to revive forgotten con- 
troversies is the act of a professional fifth- 
columnist. In my opinion, the Executive 
Committee has shown itself fully alive to the 
challenge of the times ; has been quick to seize 
opportunities for the future development of 
our service ; and has chosen a wise and useful 
method, through the visits of the Honorary 
Secretary, of collecting data and ideas on which 
to base post-war plans. The Executive Com- 
mittee deserves the support of the whole pro- 
fession. Without such a united front the great 
possibilities of the future will be shrouded in a 
mist of petty controversy. Let us make sure 


this does not happen. 


Public Library, 
Greenock. 


Yours, etc., 


W. B. Paron. 
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AMERICAN REVISED EDITIONS 


CAN BOOKTRADE.DIRECTORY. NOVEMBER 1989 


a list of 6,000 booksellers, publishers, trade organizations and 


riodicals, wholesalers, literary ts, ne per syndicates, subscription - 
concerns, British publishers, wholesale agents in“ foreign publications, 
and other lists. 
Retail booksellers of all types are arranged by states and Cities, and listed © 
alphabetically thereunder. Practically all are keyed to give type of stote 
and details of de: ts. A very valuable list, Publishers and 
other lists are alphabetically arranged. This is the.only booktrade fact book 
of names and addresses in this industry. 608, net 


THE AMERICAN LIBRARY DIRECTORY. NOVEMBER 1989 


A list by states of some 9,000 libraries—with guide to class of library and 
with names of librarian and statistical data. The list includes: public 
libraries, college. and university libraries, professional and imstitutional 
libraries, library organizations, library schools and Jeading libraries of 
Canada. The book includes an.index to special collections. ; 

The ment is alphabetical by states, and cities—under which libraries 


: are listed in alphabetical order. _ Includes a great deal of statistical informa- 


tion. about each library. 65s. net 


PERIODICALS DIRECTORY—8rd Revised and Enlarged Edition. NOVEMBER 1989 


A CLASSIFIED GUIDE.TO A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT 
PERIODICALS—DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN, edited by CAROLYN 
F. ULRICH, Chief Periodicals Division, N.Y. Public ee, 

This directory is planned for those interested in business ind 

well as for librarians of all and sizes of librariés; not only as a tool for 
reference but also-as an aid in the selection of titles for 

This list does not aim to be exhaustive but its 10,200 selected titles repre- 
sent the periodicals sg in the United States and foreign countries, 


CAN BOOK 


By Bouton, the Librarian of the Century Association, - 
American book illustrators, 119 artists, as it were front Darley to date, 

{the Both Cont Fart Ben 
are 0 tury, as ton, 
John Sloan, and George: Bellows, Limited edition 91s, C4. net 


Sole A in the Sritich ond the books of the 
R. R.-Bowher Co., New York 


J. WHITAKER SONS LTD., 13 BEDFORD SQUARE, W.C.1 
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OUR PLEDGE 
TO THE LIBRARY PROFESSION 


We wish to assure Librarians that it 
is our earnest desite to keep the price of 
Book-binding at a reasonable figure in 
order that the money allotted for this 
purpose may give the greatest possible 
return during present War conditions. 


W gave Librarians a fair deal during 
the last War, you can rely upon our 
doing so again this time. 


OUR PLEDGE—-LOWEST PRICES 
CONSISTENT WITH GOOD 
MATERIALS AND SKILLED 
WORKMANSHIP, 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. Bookbinders 


PORTWAY, BATH, SOMERSET and Booksellers 


Printed by Faanx Jucess Lrp, ,8 & 9 St. Mary’s Row, Birmingham 4; 
and Published for the Proprietors by Gaarros & Co., 5 Great Rusecll Street’ London, W.C.1. 


